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X TRACTS 


FROM AN 


Old Treatiſe of Suncrux. 


. ATE Complaint of one 
2 of the moſt eminent Sur- 
geons in Europe, remind- 
ed me of an old Writer, 
who among other Parts of 
Surgery, has treated largely and prac- 
tically upon the Diſeaſes of the Joints, 
(particularly de Genuum morbis ) and 
upon which ſubject having again read 
him over, was inclined from Heifrer' 8 
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N great Character of the Nurhor * to in- 
quire into the Reſt of his Practice and 
found him in Variety of Places recom- 

mending and actually applying pieces of 
a prepared fungous fubſtance to ſtop 
blood, particularly in a very remarkable 

Caſe of a large Head-wound, where 
there was a Loſs of Bone, and great 
Effuſion of Blood. * 


In Chap. IV. P. 14, where he is ex- 
exclaiming againſt Abuſes committed 
in Blood-ſtenching, with Corroſives, hot 
Irons and the like, © To prevent theſe 


Abuſes in my Judgment, ſays he, there 
is nothing better to be uſed in Bloods 


$coching than Quilts, Lints, or Mulli- 
Fu, 


* The Title of the Book ; mean, 33 An Expe- 
rimental Treatiſe of Surgery, by FELIX WURTz, 
Surgeon, at Baſell, in Germany; tranſlated from 
the 27th German Edition into Engliſh, in 1656. 
But there being a Caſe in him (which I have inſerted 
at the End of this Pamphlet) dated 1590, that proves 
it to have been a Practice, at leaſt, ſo long ago as has 
been mentioned in the Title Page. 


To 


: 

0 ; 15 | | * 
Pufs Cotton Wool, or the like: ” And 
in P. 73. in his Examples of Cures of 


Head Wounds; 1 have, faith he, had 


Occaſion to dreſs one by Night, in all 
| haſte, becauſe he bled ſo much that 1 


was afraid he would die under my 


Hands, before I could dreſs him ; for 


from his Scull was cut off a great 


Part, Hair, Skin, Bone and all, clean 
away: And then on the left Side by 


the Temple, a great Piece was cut off, 


Skin, Bone, and all was gone. This 


Wound looked fo ghaſtly, that I was 


amazed at it, for it bled ſo vehemently, 
and it was ſo great, that I could not co- 
ver it with my Hand. I dreſſed it in 
Haſte, thus: 1 covered the Wound with 
Mullipuff, and bound it with broad 
ſwathing Bands, and did no more to it, 
for I thought no other but the Pati- 
ent would die under my Hands. The 
next Day taking off the uppermoſt 
Roller 


* This is the Apellation uſed by the Engliſh 
Tranſlator for the Lupi Crepitus, and is in ſome 
Parts of England called Mullipuff, in others Pi- 
Ball, &c. dee Dale's Pharmalog. p. 63. col. 1. 
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Koller, there 1 e, the Malliputf 


ſtick cloſe to the Wound, which I let 


; alone, and the Day after that took no 
more away than what came eaſily off. 


Here we are to obſerve, to the greater 
Credit of the Application, that the 


Means of a Counter- preſſure was want- 
ing, the Bone we are told, being gone. 


There was no Return of the Hæmor- 
rhage, ſo that it is needleſs to purſue the 


Circumſtances of the Cure any further, 


this being ſufficient to prove the Effect of 
this fungous indes 8 Patient after 


many Days did well. 


Chap. IVV. P. 319. Going on with the 


Subject of Blood-ſtenching in Wounds, 


and in the Noſtrils, and how things 
thereunto muſt be ufed and prepared, 
he gives this Direction. 


« Take Mullipuff, cut great and ſmall 
Pieces of it, of a finger's Thickneſs, or 
thicker, ſome as big as an Egg, and of 
2 finger's Length, ſhorter and longer of 

Ln all 


all Sorts; tie theſe ſeyeral Pieces in a 


Paper as hard 28 you can, then bind 
them harder together with a Tape, ſo that 
one Piece which was the. Bigneſs of an 


Egg in the Binding be no bigger than 
he little Finger, this being done preſs it 


together with heavy Weights or ſkrew 
it in a Preſs, where you muſt let it lay 
for ſome Days, that they may be yet 
eloſer preſt together, and keep them for 
uſe. 3 3 F 


Now when you have any Patient whoſe 
Blood you are to ſtench, take a Piece 
of the prepared Mullipuff, apply it to 

the Wound; the Bigneſs of the Mulli- 
puff muſt be anſwerable to the Wound, 
yet ſo that it eaſily goes into the Wound, 


therefore ought you to be provided with 


all Sorts of ſuch Pieces: Then another 
broad and thin Piece muſt be laid on 
the Wound and hold it a little with 
your Hand ; when the Mulliputt f is laid 
into the Wound it goeth aſunder, 
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© Frelleth to the Bigneſs i it was at firſt of, 
ſtoppeth the Wound thereby, and that 
Swelling is gentle not forcible, without 
any Danger to the Wound. Again, he 
ſays, it is not always needful, that ſuch 
Earneſt be uſed in Blood ſtenchings, nei- 
ther is it neceſſary to uſe ſuch preſt 
Mullipuffs : Underſtand it only of ſuch 
Wounds which bleed extremely, where 
no ordinary means will prevail. This is 
a plain Proof that it was no inconſi- 
derable Remedy with him, ſince he 
recommends it as a ſure Refuge when 
other Methods have failed; in Wounds 
 wwhich bleed extremely, are his Words, 
In another Place he ſays, © the Mullipuffs 
may be uſed per fe, but you muſt uſe a 
good deal of it; apply itlooſe to the Wound, 
and then keep it on with a Plaiſter. 


Many do uſe it ſo, and they do well 
therein. I made uſe of this Way of Blood- 


ſtenching hitherto, and was ready to 
impart faithfully the fame unto others, 


not | doubting but you will have good 


Succeſs ; 


& 


(9) 


Succeſs ; only let me intreat you, not to 
uſe wy Corroſives, that are burning and 
biting.” Where he alſo ſpeaks of a 
Bleeding at the Noſe; he ſays, it is not 

always good to have that Bleeding 
ſtenched preſently; eſpecially in Cepha- 
lic Diſeaſes, becauſe thereby other Diſ- 
eaſes are ſpent and conſume away by 
that Bleeding; but if that Bleeding 
be ſo violent, that it muſt needs be 
ſtenched, then proceed thus; 


Take inſtead of Cotton Wool, a little 
Piece of the ſoft dried and preſt Mulli- 
puff, pull a Needle and ſtrong twiſted 
Thread thro' it, with a great Knot on 
the End of it ; the Mullipuff muſt be of 
that Bigneſs that it may juſt go in at 
the Noftrils, put it up with an Inſtru- 
ment into the Noſtril, to the Hole 
which goeth down to the Throat, if 
you do not fo, you will do but little 
good, for fear the Blood ſhould take 
its Courſe 1 into the | hroat, therefore the 

B Mulli- 


"> 


15 10 3. 
Mullipuff muſt be ſtraight chruſt up- 
ward; being it is foft, and cauſeth no 


pain.“ 


38 0 
* > 
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+ Have a Care that the Thread ſtuck 
thro' the Mullipuff, hang a good deal 
out of the Noſe, that you may pull it 
out when you have Need. Though this 


my Proceſs, ſays he, ſeemeth mean and 
poor, yet I found it ſtill to be beſt and 


molt uſeful.” 


As there is a Tranſlation of this 944 
Author into French, it is not unlikely 
Monſ. Broſſard took the Hint from him, 
of uſing and extending the Application 
of theſe Kind of Subſtances to thoſe great 
and fortunate Inſtances he has done * An 
Event which muſt procure him the 

greateſt Praiſe, as it is ſubſtituting a very 
tender, in the Room of a very painful 


Methed, and which Humanity could only 


have wiſhed, but not have expected. 
Muri does not ſeem to have had a Thought 
15 of 


(01 5 
of truſting it upon ſuch important Occaſi- 
ons, and notwithſtanding there is no Caſe 
of an Amputation in his Surgery, yet we 
may eaſily gueſs what Steps he would 
have taken to ſecure the Veſſels : Becauſe 
in the Chapter where he treats of Abuſes 
committed in Blood-ſtenching, &c. he ſays, 
* Ido not wholly condemn hot Irons to 
ſtench Blood withal, and hold it to be of 
very good Uſe ſometimes, as at the off cut- 
ting of a Member at the thickeſt Part of 
the Tae and in two or Toes Places 
more.” - 


It wouldbe unfair to conceal that, among 
his general Inſtructions, he ſometimes 
orders a Powder prepared of Sheep's 
Blood to be ſtrewed over the Wound, 
and to apply the Mullipuff upon that. 
Likewiſe, that in another Place he directs 
the Mullipuff to be dip'd in a Solution of 


Vitriol before its put up the Noſe. How- - 


ever, I do not think the Merit of the 
Fun gus in the leaſt affected by it, as the one 
e looks 


(1% 
looks trifling, and as he not only warmly 

condemns again and again the uſe of 
Corroſives; but tells us, it will do per /e 
many do ule it fo, and they do well 
therein;” and has effectually made it appear: 
| Beſides the many fair Examples recorded 
by the celebrated Morand, in that excel- 
lent Work the Mem. de! Academ. de Chi- 
rurgie, together with thoſe Facts we 
have been obliged with at Home, leave 


no Room to doubt about the Power theſe 


Subſtances have, to ſtop Blood. I ſay, 
| Subſtances, becauſe there are other Fungi 
beſides the Agaric of the Oak, which are 
equally endowed with the ſame Pro- 
perty. For in the fame Memoirs we 
find that the Powder of the Lycoper- 
don, or Lupi Crepitus, ſupported by Bits 
of the ſpongy Part of the ſame Fungus 
have been found upon Trial to have the ſame 
Efficacy with the Fungus of the Oak; 
which Experiments are to be found in a pe- 
riodical Work, intitled, the Journal OE- 
ee for che Months of April and 


June, 


(18) 


June, 1752. I am told the Fungus grow- 
ing upon the Outſide of Caſks in old 
Wine Vaults, is uſed by ſome to reſtrain 


the Hzmorraghes of the leſſer Blood- 
Veſſels. 


Monſ. Morand's Conjecture relating 
to the Manner in which theſe Kind 
of Subſtances act, I cannot help men- 
tioning, as it appears both ſo inge- 
nious and rational; and that T may 
not diveſt it of any Part of its Beauty, will 
give it in his own Words. 


Je penſe (dit il) que fa ſubſtance pre- 
ſente a Vorifice du vaiſſeau ouvert un tiſſu 
ſpongieux, tres fin, capable de reſſort que 
la partie ſercuſe du caillot eſt attiree par 
ce topique, que par ce moyen la portion 
du caillot qui occupe l' axe de vaiſſeau ſe 
ſoude plus vite aux parois de la playe, et 
que les fibres qui tendent naturellement a 
ſe reſerrer ſe reſerrnet effectivement plu- 
tot, y trouvant moins d' obſtacle de la 
part du fluide.“ 

Monſ. 


(14) 


Monſ. Faget's Opinion is, that it acts 
ſolely as an Aſtringent, by conſtricting 
the Mouths of the Veſſels, and coagula- 

ting the Blood. Mr. Morand is inclined 
to think it has not any Character of a 
Styptick (n'a aucun caractere de Stiptique. 


I procured a Piece of Fungus (from an 
Oak) which had a good deal of Moiſture 
in it, and from which I ſqueezed ſeveral 
Drops into the hollow of my Hand, and 
upon taſting it, did not find the leaſt A- 
e it had. 


But whether it acts by binding the ſe- 
rous and grumous Parts of the Blood 
together, and conſtringing the Veſſel, or 
rather in Mr. Morand's Way, ſerves as a 
Strainer upon the Blood at the Mouth of 
the Veſſel, by which the Caillot or Plug 
is left in a State to unite with it much 
quicker, as well as more Room being given 

for the Veſſel (the Plug being drained of 


* 5 - ah 


(15) 

its thinner Part) by its natural contractile 
Power to ſhut itſelf up ſtill cloſer and 
ſooner, there is not much occaſion to be 
ſollicitous about, ſo long as we find it 
to ſucceed. Tho' taken in this laſt Way, 
is it in Effect a Coagulator, but not in 
Mr. Faget's Senſe. 


To avoid Miſcarriages from its Appli- 
cation, perhaps it might be better in the 
larger Amputations to apply bigger Pieces 

to the principal Veſſels, or wholly to co- 
ver the muſcular Part of the Wound 
with one Piece properly ſupported, as leſs 
Pieces are more liable to be diſplaced by 
an increaſed impulſe of the Blood, and o- 
ther Cauſes, and abſorb leſs, granting Mr. 
Morand's Suppoſition. Likewiſe by cove- 
ring the whole Wound with one Piece 
ſome of the muſcular Arteries which did 
not ſhew themſelves, and were left unco- 
vered at the Operation, would not have 
that Chance to give Trouble after, and 
eſpecially where the circular Roller is laid 
on 


(16) 

on too tight; which its well known has 
ſometim es cauſed After-hæmorrhages, 
where the Ligature has been uſed only to 
the great Veſſels after Amputations, and 
which have immediately ceaſed upon re- 
moving the too great circular Preſſure, up- 
on the returning Veſſels. For a more ſa- 
tisfactory Account upon this Head, ſee 
the ingenious Mr. Monroe's Remarks up- 
on the Amputation of the Extremities. 


For an Amuſement I took a four Ounce- 
Gallipot, which J held in a Veſſel of warm 
Water under a Patient's Arm while bleed- 
ing, and half filled it with Blood, and 
into which I dropped a Piece of the pre- 
pared Fungus of the Oak (from Ham- 
burgb) it abſorbed ſo very quick, that it 
ſunk inſtantly and was out of Sight, I 
continued the Gallipot in the Water bloods 
warm, ſome time longer; then let it 
ſtand by covered a whole Night. Inext 
Morning turned out the Cake of Blood, 
with its Bottom upwards, took out the 
Piece 


(17) 
Piece of Fungus, carefully wiped away 
the Blood adhering ſtrongly to its Out- 
fide, and ſqueez d it quite dry between 
my Fingers into a clean Glaſs, in which 
it ſtood many Hours, and found it to be 
near three Parts ſerum, with a little looſe 
Grume at Bottom. 


| 7 alle that di a "Trial in the "OR 
Way with 2 Bit of a common Fungus I 
took out- of. a Field; Which 1 fliced and 
dried without any other Preparation, 
this did not abſorb near ſo quick, and the 
Abſorption was a light red Serum, with- 
out letting fall any Coagulum; this had 
not been hammer'd, and the Slowneſs 
and Fineneſs of its Abſorption might be 
owing to its Pores being cloſer upon that 
Account. What theſe. Trials prove, or 
whether they prove any thing at all in 
Favour of the foregoing Doctrine, I leave 
to the Determination of others. 


The following Deſeription of both the 
Agaric of the Oak and Liceerdon vel 
C 1 


_ 


. 

Tupi Crepitus is taken out of Gerard's Ge- 
neral Hiſtory of Plants,' in fol. enlarged 
by Jobnſon, where there are ſome curious 
Figures and Deſcriptions of moſt of the 


Species of Troyes n rg bs the Tubera 
1 On | 


1448 
* 


He ſays, that the 1 or Toad-ſtool 


which grows upon the Trunk or Bodies 


of old Oaks, very much reſembling Au- 
ricula Judæ or Jews-Ear, do in Conti- 
nuance of Time, grow unto the Subftance 
of Wood, which the Fowlers do call 
Touch- wood, and are for the moſt Part 
half circuled or half rounded, whoſe up- 
per Part is ſomewhat plain, ind ſome- 
times a little hollow, but the lower Part 


is plaited or purſed; this Kind of Muſh- 


room the Grecians do call auyeipirat, and is 
full of Venom or Poiſon, eſpecially thoſe 
which grow upon the THE; Ow and 


Oak Trees. 


The Fungus Orbicularis vel Tapi Cre- 
pitus, in Form, he fays, is very 
| round 


Thy 
+ 
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round, ſticking and cleaving unto the 
Ground, without any Stalk or Stem, at 


the firſt white, but afterwards of a duſk- 


iſh Colour, which being trodden upon, 
do breath forth a moſt thin and fine Pow- 
der like unto Smoke. In diverſe Parts 
of England, where People dwell far from 
Neighbours, they carry them kindled _ 


with Fire, which laſteth long, where- 


upon they were called Lucernarum 
Fungi.” 


| Moſt of the Botanical Writers of any 
Eminence take Notice of the external 


Uſe of the laſt mentioned Fungus in 


Ropping Blood. 


Our ingenious Countryman Mr. Ray; 
under his Account of the Fungi, deſcribes 
it, Fungus cucurbiti formis magnitudine 
« capitis humani & ponderoſus candiduſ- 

que inſtar nivis. — Hæc ſubſtantia 
ce vulneribus ubi ficcata fuit, imponi ſo- 
« let pro ſanguinis fluxu cohibendo.“ 


Ca. COW” In 


cc 


> ) oo 
| "tn another Engliſh Botanical r 
| find this ſaid of it,“ Pledgets may be made | 
i of the Balls, which muſt be tied round 
1 with Thread, and then preſſed hard to- 
| get her, in a ſcrew Preſs, letting it lye for 
ſome Days, this when it comes to be im- 
8 poſed upon a Wound it again dilates it- 
| felf, and puts a Stop to the Hemorrhage 
or Flux of Blood. Then this there is 
| ſcarcely any thing to be named which can 
more powerfully and certainly do it, ſo it 
will likewiſe ſubſiſt and ſtick faſt to the 
Veſſels. This Account of its. Uſe and 
Preparation ſeems to have been taken 
from Waurtz, _ 


: Schroder in his Pharmac. calls it, Fun- 

guss Chirurgorum, and ſays, bujus fruſtum 

imponunt ſectæ vena ad ſiſtendum u 
e cenfolidendum. Fo 


| Clufius e of the La has 
che following Words, ad compeſcendas 
ſanguinis effufion es etiam periculoſſimas com- 
mendatur : 5 In quem gan tonſores ca adſer- 
vare 


Ay 


* ware multis in Germaniæ locis objervavi. 


Baubinus in his Hiſtoria Plantarum, 


likewiſe gives much the fame Account 


of it. Boerbaave ſpeaking of the Po W- 


der ſometimes found in this Fungus, 


affirms it is, ſummum Remedium contra 


Fiemorrhagiam, 


The celebrated Heifler in his In- 
Pitution, Chirurg. under Ch. 2. De 
ſangunis prafuſione, ſays, © recentioribus_ 
* nonnullis in uſu tanquam, egregium 
* hic remedium eſt fungus ille, quem 


ce Lycoperdon, vulgo Lupi Crepitum vel 


ce Boviſt appellant. Hoc probe implen- 
. dum vulnus eſt, ſuper impoſitis ſpeniis 


* & faſciis aliquanto arctioribus.“ 


There remaining another particular 
Caſe in Wurtz (and a ſcarce Book) 
of the Menſes per vulnus expulſi, and be- 
ing ſo circumſtantially told, ſhall be ex- 
cuſed if I relate it, tho' foreign to the 


| Purpoſe, as it may not be unuſeful to 
ſome in Practice. 


1 110 


? 
; 
' 
"o 
| 
0 
| 
.\ 
| 
-o 
: 
| 


ä — + Ah” 
" — is TO —— — 
* — — — * 


"29; 


Amo 1590. Not far from Bazell' 
* an honeſt Gentlewoman was cutting a 
« Stick one Time with a ſharp Knife, 


ee but the Stick breaking, ſhe cut her Hand 
© near the Joint very badly, a Surgeon 
« being ſent for, that Cure went on well 
*< unto Healing for twenty Days toge-- 
ether: One Night a Humour run out 
« of the Wound, like wateriſh Blood, 

« cauſing ſmarting Pains; a Phyſician 
& and two other Surgeons being called, 
<« counted it a joint Water; ſhe had no. 
« Reſt Day nor Night, and that conti- 
ce nued a whole Week, then the Humour 
ce ſtayed, and the Party had ſome Eaſe, but 
« the Humour had corroded all that was 
e healed for twenty Days paſt; her whole 
ce Arm was much ſwelled and inflamed, 
« and with Difficulty brought to the State 
cc jt was in, in fourteen Days. But four 


Weeks after the ſaid Humour fell again 
ce into that Wound, cauſing as much 
“Pain as before; Phyſicians knew not 


« what to do. At that Time I went to 
: | cc © to 


_ RK 


oO We RY 
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ec to dreſs a Gentleman's Child in the 


© Neighbourhood, and they ſent for 
me, I beheld and viewed the Wound, 


*« and found that that Humour was no 
e joint Water; I preſently aſked the 


c Gentlewoman about her Menſes. She 
_ © replied, ſhe had not them ſince ſhe was 


« wounded: Then I perceived what 
“ Humour that was. I proceeded thus: 
* firſt of all, I opened on her Foot, the 
ce Saphœna, and with a Peſſary of Hel- 
< lebore Niger, the Humour was brought 
ce to its natural Channel; ſhe found Eaſe 


e preſently, all her Pains were gone, and 


« the was very well cured.” 

For more extraordinary Hiſtories of 
this Kind, ſee, Schenkius Obſervationum 
Medicarum, rararum et admirabilium, 


under the Chapter de Menſibus ſuppreſſis & 


alienis locis fluentibus. 
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